
Spotted gum - Eucalyptus maculata

Other Names: Australian Hickory, Spotted Iron Gum

Region of Origin: Eastern states of Australia

SPECIES OVERVIEW:
Spotted gum heartwood varies between light brown 
and dark red-brown with grey tinges. The grain is 
moderately textured, variable and often interlocked. 
Spotted gum is a hard, durable timber and highly 
resistant to decay. In a green state it is prone to checking 
but can be dried satisfactorily, although rather slow in 
drying. The timber is very strong and resilient. It has a 
slippery, non-wearing surface and very high bending 
strength.

Available with PEFC or AFS environmental certifi cation.

MAIN USES:
Heavy construction, power line cross arms, tool 
handles and ladder rungs. It has a special application 
in boatbuilding for boat ribs because of its bending 
qualities. As a kiln dried product it is also used for 
fl ooring.

WORKING PROPERTIES:
The timber machines and fi nishes well and the wavy 
grain can produce an attractive fi ddle back fi gure.

MECHANICAL PROPERTIES:
The timber is very strong and resilient. It has a very high 
bending strength.

AVAILABILITY:
Specifi cations stocked at Rosenfeld Kidson are:
Green sawn 75mm and 100mm thicknesses in 75mm, 
100mm and 150mm fi xed widths - other green sawn 
sizes available on an indent basis. T&G strip fl ooring in 
varying profi les.

GRADING:
Select.

Species Fact Sheet

DENSITY (kg/m3)*: 1030

DURABILITY: Durable

STRENGTH GROUP: S2, SD2

MOR (MPa): 150

MOE(GPa): 23

JANKA(kN): 8.0

SHRINKAGE GREEN TO 12% M.C. Tangential Radial

 6.0 4.5

*Air Dry Density (kg/m3) is average indication only and actual value may vary. Refer to timber properties tables over page for strength, shrinkage and durability classifi cations.

Email: rk@rosenfeldkidson.co.nz
Web: www.rosenfeldkidson.co.nz

Auckland Branch:
Telephone: +64 9 573 0503
Fax: +64 9 573 0504
513 Mount Wellington Highway
Mount Wellington
Auckland 1060

Christchurch Branch:
Telephone: +64 3 349 3316
Fax: +64 3 349 3317 
15 Edmonton Road
Hornby
Christchurch 8042 

Postal Address:
P O Box 621
Shortland Street
Auckland 1140



Timber Properties

STRENGTH GROUPINGS:

SHRINKAGE CLASSIFICATIONS:

DURABILITY CLASSIFICATIONS:

Minimum values for strength groups         
(unseasoned mber) 

   
(units are Mpa = 145 lb/sq.inch) 

Strength 
group 

Modulus of
rupture 

Modulus of
 

Maximum
ng 

strength 
S1 103 16300 52 
S2 76 14200 43 
S3 73 12400 36 
S4 62 10700 31 
S5 52 9100 26 
S6 43 7900 22 
S7 36 6900 18 

 

Minimum values for strength groups             
(seasoned  

(units are Mpa = 145 
Strength 

group 
Modulus of 

rupture 
Modulus of 

 
Maximum 

 
strength 

SD1 150 21500 80
SD2 130 18500 70
SD3 110 16000 61
SD4 94 14000 54
SD5 78 12500 47
SD6 65 10500 41
SD7 55 9100 36
SD8 45 7900 30

 

  
 

    -dry (12% MC) 

(%)   

Very  0 - 3.5 0 - 2
 3.5 - 5.0 2 - 3

 5.0 - 6.5 3 - 4
 6.5 - 8.0 4 - 5

Very  > 8.0 > 5

Grade of durability 
Approximate service life (years) 

Fully protected Above ground, 
exposed In-ground, exposed

Very durable >50 >40 >25 
Durable >50 15-40 15-25 
Moderately durable >50 7-15 5-15 
Non-durable >50 0-7 0-5 
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